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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOB, WB, UK, UR, VS, FR 

SUBJECT: RUDOLF HESS: REPLIES TO LETTERS FROM 
FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS AND FRG CHURCH LEADERS 

REF: BONN 10908, BONN 1 1582 

1 . SECRETARY HAS SIGNED LETTERS DATED JULY 29 TO 
FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS, CARDINAL HOEFFNER AND BISHOP CLASS. 
LETTERS HAVE BEEN POUCHED TO EMBASSY BONN FOR 
FORWARDING (RECEIPT NO. 3640905). 
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2. STRAUSS LETTER STATES AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT: 

I AM REPLYING ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT TO YOUR LETTER 
OF MARCH 30 CONCERNING THE INCARCERATION OF RUDOLF 
HESS. MAY I FIRST EXPRESS MY REGRET FOR THE DELAY. YOUR 
LETTER UNFORTUNATELY WAS MISDIRECTED UPON ITS 
RECEIPT IN WASHINGTON AND HAS ONLY NOW COME TO MY 
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ATTENTION. 

AS YOU ARE AWARE, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS 
REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT RUDOLF HESS SHOULD 
BE RELEASED UNCONDITIONALLY ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS, 

AS HAVE THE BRITISH AND FRENCH GOVERNMENTS. THE THREE 
ALLIES HAVE APPROACHED THE SOVIET UNION ON A NUMBER OF 
OCCASIONS (IN 1964, 1966, 1970, 1975, 1976 AND EARLIER 
THIS YEAR SPECIFICALLY) REQUESTING THAT HESS BE FREED, 

AND ON EACH OCCASION THE SOVIETS HAVE REFUSED. SINCE 
MR. HESS IS IMPRISONED UNDER THE TERMS OF FOUR-POWER 
AGREEMENTS. HIS RELEASE REQUIRES THE CONSENT OF ALL 
OF THE FOUR POWERS. 

WITH RESPECT TO THE QUESTION OF MR. HESS' HEALTH, THE 
AUTHORITIES IN CHARGE OF SPANDAU HAVE GIVEN THIS MATTER 
CLOSE ATTENTION. MR. HESS RECEIVES ADEQUATE MEDICAL 
CARE AND HAS BEEN EXAMINED BY DOCTORS ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS THIS YEAR. AFTER HIS MOST RECENT THOROUGH 
MEDICAL EXAMINATION, THE PHYSICIANS WERE OF THE VIEW 
THAT, TAKING HIS AGE INTO ACCOUNT, HIS MENTAL AND 
PHYSICAL CONDITION ARE SATISFACTORY. 

I ASSURE YOU THAT OUR GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE SEEKING 
FOUR-POWER AGREEMENT TO THE RELEASE OF MR. HESS 
AND WILL CONTINUE TAKING APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO ENSURE 
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THAT THE CONDITIONS OF HIS IMPRISONMENT REMAIN DECENT. 

END TEXT. 

3. TEXTS OF IDENTICAL LETTERS TO CHURCHMEN READ AS 
FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT: 

I AM REPLYING ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT TO YOUR LETTER 
OF JUNE 22, SIGNED ALSO BY BISHOP CLASS (CARDINAL 
HOEFFNER), CONCERNING THE IMPRISONMENT OF RUDOLF HESS. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED 
THE VIEW THAT RUDOLF HESS SHOULD BE RELEASED ON 
HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS, AS HAVE THE GOVERNMENTS OF 
FRANCE AND THE UNITED KINGDON. HOWEVER, MR. HESS IS 
IMPRISONED UNDER THE TERMS OF FOUR-POWER AGREEMENTS, 

AND HIS RELEASE WOULD REQUIRE UNANIMOUS AGREEMENT. THE 
WESTERN ALLIES HAVE APPROACHED THE SOVIETS ON NUMEROUS 
OCCASIONS, MOST RECENTLY THIS YEAR, BUT THE RESPONSE 
HAS IN EACH CASE BEEN NEGATIVE. 

I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTINUE 

TO WORK TO SECURE THE RELEASE OF MR. HESS AND WILL 

TAKE ALL APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO ENSURE THAT THE CONDITIONS 
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OF HIS IMPRISONMENT ARE ALLEVIATED TO THE GREATEST 
EXTENT POSSIBLE. 

END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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